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W ith the backing of a $15,000 state grant and the helping hands of students and faculty at Sacred 
Heart University in Fairfield, a longtime dream of the 
CTIAHS is beginning to come true. 
On April 5, officers of the historical society signed a 
contract with two historian-consultants and a historian of 
the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community 
Development to set in motion the process of creating a 
Connecticut Irish Heritage Trail. The consultants will  plot 
and document dozens of sites that we have suggested and 
will search out other sites that can be included.  
Another long-sought project has also gotten started this 
spring: the transcription of the diary of Mary McKeon, an 
Irish domestic servant in New Haven in the 1870s-80s. To 
go with the transcription, we are hoping to collect stories 
about other Irish domestic servants in Connecticut and put 
them into a book, video, website or all of those. 
To complete both these projects, we are asking mem-
bers and anyone interested in preserving the history of 
Irish people in our state to tell us about potential sites for 
the heritage trail, and about stories of their family mem-
bers who served as domestic servants.  
Sacred Heart students will be working on uncovering 
sites for the heritage trail in Fairfield County, in transcrib-
ing the McKeon diary and in conducting oral interviews 
with people about domestic servants in their families. 
Information on trail sites need not be detailed, just the fact 
that there is a monument or home or building that has 
Irish connection and significance.  
For the domestic servant stories, it is not necessary to 
have pages and pages of information. We are looking for 
the names of those who served, where they came from,  
where they settled in Connecticut and whatever details are 
available about them  It might come to just a few sentenc-
es or many pages. Pictures of the servants would be great.  
We would love to have a lot of people involved. The 
best way to get in touch with us is to go to our website at 
www.ctiahs.com. At the bottom of the home page, click 
on “contact us,” and call us or send us a letter or email. 
                       Connecticut Irish-American Historical Society  
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Heslin to be honored at June 2 breakfast 
Help wanted: Volunteers needed for two Irish projects 
On April 5, a contract was signed at the Ethnic Heritage Center in New Haven to 
begin the development of a Connecticut Irish Heritage Trail. The trail will consist 
of sites of Irish significance throughout the state, such as the Eugene O’Neill cot-
tage in New London and the Civil War arch in Hartford, designed by Cork native 
George Keller. Seated, left to right, at the contract signing were Tod Bryant and  
Lucas A. Karmazinas, consultants for the project, and Stacey Vairo, historian at 
the Historic Preservation Office, Connecticut Department of Economic and Com-
munity Development. Standing, CTIAHS Treasurer Mary McMahon, President 
George Waldron, Secretary Pat Heslin and Vice President Vincent McMahon. 
Pat Heslin, whose enthusiasm and dedication provide much of the energy that 
drives our ever-growing number of projects and achievements will be the recipient of 
the 2013 Irish Heritage Award of the Connecticut Irish-American Historical Society. 
Pat, who is standing second from right in the picture above, will be honored at a 
breakfast at O’Tooles Restaurant in downtown New Haven on Sunday, June 2. The 
green flyer enclosed with this issue of The Shanachie contains the details and a cou-
pon with which to make reservations for the event.  
Pat’s accomplishments are legion. She serves as the archivist and office manager 
of our library in the Ethnic Heritage Center. During the past year, she single-
 
 
(Please turn to page 2) 
No Irish farmers? Humbug! …… page 3   
2 
 
Hospital of St. Raphael  
The Irish of the greater New Haven area were instrumental in 
the founding of the Hospital of St. Raphael in 1907. Ten of the 
14 doctors who founded the hospital were of Irish descent. Their 
intention was to give New Haven a hospital which would wel-
come patients and physicians of all races, nationalities and reli-
gions and the poor people of the city.   
Dr. John Luby was the president of the hospital association; 
Dr. Matthew C. O’Connor was the vice president; Dr. Thomas 
A. O’Brien was secretary; and Dr. James H. Flynn was treasur-
er.  Irish men and women led the campaign that raised the 
$100,000 to build the hospital. The trowel used in the ground-
breaking ceremony on July 25, 1907, was presented to Father 
John Russell, the Irish pastor of St. Patrick’s Church. He had 
made the largest donation to the hospital fund. 
All four Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth who came from 
New Jersey to staff the new hospital were Irish. They were led 
by Mother Mary Irmina McDonough. The first patient was a 
native of Ireland, 79-year-old Winifred Dugan. 
In 2012, St. Raphael’s was acquired by and became only a 
“campus” of Yale-New Haven Hospital. But, an effort is now 
being mounted by the Ethnic Heritage Center on the campus of 
Southern Connecticut State University to preserve the history of 
the Hospital of St. Raphael which served all the people of New 
Haven and its environs for more than a century. The ethnic cen-
ter — comprised of African-American, Italian, Jewish, Ukraini-
an and Irish historical societies — is seeking to contact anyone 
with memories, pictures and memorabilia of St. Raphael’s.   
Anyone who wishes to join in this effort to preserve the histo-
ry and the memory of St. Raphael’s is asked to contact the Eth-
nic Heritage Center, 270 Fitch St., New Haven, telephone 203-
392-6126.  
2013 officers elected 
The Connecticut Irish-American Historical Society elected 
officers at its quarterly meeting on Saturday, April 12, at the 
Ethnic Heritage Center on the campus of Southern Connecticut 
State University. Officers for 2013 include: President George 
Waldron, Vice President Vincent McMahon, Secretary Pat Hes-
lin, Treasurer Mary McMahon, Membership Chairwoman Joan 
Murphy.  
Membership renewal 
If the address label on this newsletter contains the number 
“13,” it means we have received your dues for 2013, and we 
thank you for continuing to support our organization in its ef-
forts to preserve and tell the stories of Irish people in Connecti-
cut. If the address label does not include “13” it means we have 
not received your dues. This will be the last copy of the newslet-
ter sent to those who have not renewed. As of April 15, 156 
members have renewed. This is 36 less than the total member-
ship of 192 in 2012, and we hope to close that gap. 
An 84-page book containing a 
wealth of historical and genealogi-
cal information about the first 
Irish who put down roots in New 
Haven in the 19th century is to be 
published this spring by the Con-
necticut Irish-American Historical 
Society.   
Titled “Early New Haven Irish 
and Their Final Resting Places,” 
the book is expected to go to the 
printers in May and be available 
for purchase in time for the 51st 
annual Connecticut Irish Festival 
at the North Haven Fair Grounds 
on June 22-23. As usual, our his-
torical society will have a tent 
where those attending the festival 
can get advice about tracing their 
Irish ancestors from members of 
our genealogy group.  
The book is a collaboration by 
members of that group  including 
Ellen Bohan, Pat Heslin, Paul 
Keroack, Bernard and Roseanne 
Singer.  
Keroack also did the design and 
layout work for the book. Other 
contributions  to the content were 
by Robert Larkin, Jamie Longley 
and Neil Hogan. Photographs 
were taken by Ellen Bohan and a 
1911 map and a St. John’s Church 
photo are courtesy of Joe Taylor. 
Further information on purchas-
ing the book will be posted on our 
website, www.ctiahs.com.  
 Keroack said the book “is de-
signed to assist descendants in 
finding information about their 
family members buried in these 
cemeteries. The introduction re-
counts the history of the first two 
cemeteries which served the Irish 
Catholic immigrant population of 
New Haven and surrounding com-
munities. 
“The book includes the names 
of almost 500 persons known to 
have been buried in the first or 
Old Catholic cemetery from 1834 
to 1850, supplemented by New 
Haven death records copied 
through September 1851, when 
the present St. Bernard’s Ceme-
tery was opened. A small number 
of headstones removed from the 
first cemetery and copied in the 
1930s are also included.  
“The largest portion of the book 
includes names and dates extract-
ed by society members from more 
than 500 headstones in St. Ber-
nard’s, including places of birth in 
Ireland. The final section lists  the 
names from headstones of some 
300 Civil War veterans buried in 
St. Bernard’s.    
“The various tables of names are 
alphabetized, supplemented by an 
index, along with maps and photo-
graphs.”   
New book details early Irish burials 
handedly put together and guided 
through government agencies an 
application that won for our his-
torical society a $15,000 state 
grant to begin work on a Connect-
icut Irish Heritage Trail as part of 
the state tourism and economic 
development program. 
Pat has designed and brought to 
completion a number of exhibits 
we have sponsored over the years. 
She is a moving force in our ge-
nealogy group, including the 
popular family history tent that 
draws large crowds at the Con-
necticut Irish Festival in North 
Haven.  
She is a major contributor to the 
new book we are publishing on 
early Irish cemeteries and burials 
in New Haven.  
She is a past president of our 
historical society and presently is 
its secretary. She has served for a 
number of years as our repre-
sentative on the board of directors 
of the Ethnic Heritage Center.      
Irish Heritage Award breakfast in June 
(Continued from page 1) 
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I f it is true that Irish immigrants mostly flocked to the cities, how did there come to 
be a Dublin Hill Road along Route 6 in 
Southbury, a community which until the mid-
20th century remained a quintessential Con-
necticut farming hamlet? 
The quick, and correct, answer is that all the 
Irish did not flock to the cities. A more com-
plete answer is that Southbury reflects the fact 
that during the huge Irish immigration in the 
second half of the 19th century, natives of the 
Emerald Isle settled in sizable quantities in 
virtually every city, town, village and country 
crossroads in Connecticut.     
As early as the 1840s and 1850s some of 
those fleeing poverty and famine in Ireland 
came to Southbury. At least one Irishman had 
settled there by 1840. On the town’s U.S. 
census returns that year, there is a Michael 
Hine between the ages of 20 and 29. He was 
employed in agriculture. His household in-
cluded a female between the ages of 15 and 
19. On the 1850 returns – the first to record 
everyone’s name and birthplace – the Hine 
household includes Michael, 38, a farmer 
born in Ireland, his wife Phebe, 29, born in 
Connecticut and their children: Mary, 9; Eliz-
abeth, 8; Martha, 5; and Edmond, 3.  
Other Irish individuals and families, num-
bering about 50 in all, had arrived in South-
bury by 1850. The largest family was that of 
Thomas “Kennady,” a 52-year-old farmer, 
and his wife Catherine, 50. Living with them, 
presumably their children, were Matthew 24; 
Bridget, 22; Patrick, 16; Margaret, 12; Cathe-
rine, 8; and Thomas, 4. All of them were born 
in Ireland.  
Others of the Kennady clan living in town 
included: James Kennady, 20, a farmhand 
living with Adam Guthrie and John Kennady, 
16, boarding in the home of farmer Ely 
Pierce, and three Kennady women employed 
as domestic servants: Bridget, 22, in the home 
of Mitta Mitchell, 79; and Margaret, 12, and 
another Bridget, also 22, in the home of Sarah 
Whitlock, 54, and her farmer son, Duncan 
Whitlock, 24.  
As it was for generations of Irishwomen, 
domestic service was a primary occupation 
for getting along in America. In addition to 
the three Kennaday women, almost a dozen 
other Irish women were employed as servants 
in Southbury in 1850: Ellen Fitzpatrick, 19; 
Julia Dowling, 17; Margaret Colby, 21; Mar-
garet Finnegan, 40; Hannah Croley, 17; Cath-
erine Cary, 13; Ann O’Brien, 18; Mary O’Ri-
gan, 23. Most were in farmhouses, but Ansy 
Lawler, 26, was a servant in the home of the 
Congregational minister, the Rev. William 
Whittmore; Eliza Bush, 22, in the home of 
merchant Charles Hall; and Margaret Slater, 
52, in the home of tavern owner H.W. Scott. 
Of the other Irish in town, most were farm-
ers: Cornelius “Spilown,” 32, his 31-year-old 
wife Mary who was a native of Connecticut 
as were their children, Hanora, 7, and Mary, 
5; John Matthews, 23, and his wife, Ann, 20, 
and their Connecticut born daughters Marga-
ret, 2, and Catherine, four months; Edward 
Egan, 18; John Downie, 23; John Brasil, 19; 
James Skelley, 25;  James Purcell, 37; and 
Nicholas McCoy, 35.  
First Mass, first wedding    
The Irish population continued to grow 
throughout the 1850s and 1860s. The first 
Mass is said to have been celebrated in South-
bury in 1862 by Father James Bohen. About 
40 Catholics gathered in the home of  Francis 
Grant, a farm laborer, and his wife Margaret, 
to worship.  
Southbury was at first a mission of the 
church in Watertown and subsequently was 
considered part of Immaculate Conception 
parish in Waterbury, and later of the Catholic 
parish in New Milford. For some years, 
Southbury and Woodbury Catholics wor-
shipped in the town hall in Woodbury.   
(Please turn to  page 4) 
Tall tales have it 
that every Irish person 
who ever set foot  in America 
couldn’t wait to hunker down 
in a tenement in a seaboard city.  
 
Southbury says otherwise. 
 
A bit of rural Ireland 
took seed in the soil 
of western Connecticut 
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The first Catholic marriage in Woodbury 
was that of Stephen Collins and Bridget Do-
lan on Oct. 26, 1856.  Father James Lynch of 
Derby performed the ceremony.   
Three years larer, on March 22, 1859, Ste-
phen Collins became a property owner in 
Southbury. He purchased from David Hinman 
for $600 “14 acres with a dwelling house and 
other buildings” between Chestnut Hill and 
what is today Route 6. Collins paid $300 in 
cash and agreed to pay Hinman $50 annually 
for six years.  
Dublin Hill neighborhood 
An 1868 map of Southbury property owners 
reveals that Collins was just one link in what 
had become an entire Irish farming neighbor-
hood. The map is from the F.W. Beers Atlas  
of New Haven County for that year. On it, 
tucked around what was then called Chestnut 
Hill or Chestnut Tree Hill, just east of the 
village were the farms of six Irishmen identi-
fied by their names. The road that runs east-
ward from Route 6 through that area is today 
known as Dublin Hill Road with good reason. 
Census records fill out the details of how 
large Southbury’s Irish colony was and how 
much it resembled in a rural setting the neigh-
borhoods of Irish immigrants in many of Con-
necticut’s towns and cities in that era.  
The 1860 census returns, list both Collins, 
37, and his wife Bridget, 32, as Irish natives. 
His occupation was a farm laborer and the 
property he purchased in 1859 was valued at 
$800 and his personal property at $300. Ten 
years later, on the 1870 census, the Collins’ 
land was valued at $2,000 and personal prop-
erty at $500.  
The Collins family had grown apace. From 
three children in 1860, the family had blos-
somed to eight children: Elizabeth and Mary 
Ellen, 12;  Stephen, 10; Margaret, 9; Bridget, 
8; Katie and Johanna, 5; Lucy 3. All the Col-
lins children were born in Connecticut.     
Just south of Collins lived the Doolan, or 
Dolan as it was sometimes called, family. 
Patrick Doolan, 40, and his wife Ellen, 38, 
both Irish born, purchased eight acres on what 
was called Grassy Hill on Oct. 31, 1860. On 
the deed, Patrick is listed as a resident of 
nearby Woodbury. On the 1870 census, the 
Doolans’ real estate is valued at $500, al-
though they listed no personal property. The 
Doolans had seven children born in Connecti-
cut: Michael, 11; Patrick, 7; Ellen, 4; Elisa 
Jane, 3; Dennis, 2; Stephen and Andrew, 1. 
Cornelius DeLoughery, 40, and his wife, 
Mary, 40, appear next door to the Doolans on 
the 1870 census listings, but are not shown on 
the property owners’ map of 1868. Unlike his 
neighbors, Cornelius was not a farmer but a 
railroad laborer, and there was no listing of 
real estate or personal property for him. The 
DeLoughery family included: Margaret, 12; 
Patrick, 10; and Mary, 3, all born in Connecti-
cut.   
Also living close by, but not shown on the 
property map, was Dennis Maloney, 47, a day 
laborer, and his 40-year-old wife Margaret. 
They had accumulated only personal property 
valued at $300, but their family was growing: 
Dennis, 11; John, 8, and Mary, 2.         
Bartholomew O’Brien, 60, and his wife 
Elizabeth, 48, are shown on the 1868 map 
adjacent to the Doolan farm. The O’Briens, 
both born in Ireland, had real estate worth 
$1,500 and personal property worth $1,000. 
Their five children – Mary, 16; Julia, 14; 
John, 12, who is listed as “farm boy”; James, 
8; and Patrick, 4 – were all born in Connecti-
cut. The date and size of their land purchase 
does not seem to appear in the Southbury land 
records.   
On another farm east of the O’Briens lived 
Irish natives John Reynolds and his wife 
Mary. On April 5, 1860, Reynolds bought 
34.5 acres “at Chestnut Tree Hill” from Curtis 
Hinman for $200. He signed notes promising 
to pay $50 for four years on the anniversary 
of the date of sale. The 1870 census valued 
the Reynolds’ property at $2,000 and their 
personal property at $800. The Reynolds had 
(Continued from page 3) 
 
Southbury’s  
Little Dublin 
 
An 1868 atlas of New Haven County pro-
vides graphic evidence of how Irish immi-
grants created their own little piece of rural 
Ireland in the White Oak District of South-
bury. Just below the word “Dist.” on the 
map are the names S. Collins, P. Doolan 
and P. O’Brien, three of the farmers in the 
settlement. To the right, beneath Chestnut 
Hill are the names J. Reynolds, J. O’Neil 
and P. Mullane, three other Irish farmers. 
Several other Irish families lived close by 
but were not identified on the map.  
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six children, all born in Connecticut: John F., 
10; Mary J., 9; Katie L., 7; Timothy P., 5; 
Garreth G., 3; and Johannah E., 10 months.    
John “Oneil,” 60, and his wife Mary, 62, 
both born in Ireland, lived next door to the 
Reynolds family. On the 1870 census, O’Neil 
is listed as a farmer with real estate valued at 
$600 and personal property, at $500. On the 
1868  map, the two names appear very close 
to each other, suggesting that they may have 
lived in the same home. It seems likely that 
Mary Reynolds was the daughter of John and 
Mary O’Neil because on the 1860 census John 
and Mary Reynolds were living with the 
O’Neils and had an infant son, John, just  
three months old.   
“P. Maullane” is the final Irish landowner 
whose name is on the property map of 1868 in 
the distinctively Irish neighborhood around 
Chestnut Hill. Patrick, who was 40, and his 
wife Johannah, 31, owned real estate valued at 
$5,000 and personal property, $1,000. They 
had six children all born in Connecticut: Wil-
liam, 11; Margaret, 9; John, 7; Dennis, 5; 
Patrick E., 2; and Katie, one month.  
A deed dated Sept 30. 1868, records Dennis 
Maloney as the purchaser of 15 acres “on the 
north side of the highway leading from the 
village of Southbury to Middlebury” with a 
notation of an alternate spelling of “Mallane.”  
The 1870 census returns shed some light on 
the discrepancy of P. Maullane on the map 
and Dennis Maloney or Mallane in the land 
records. Next to Patrick Mullane’s listing on 
that census is the listing of Irish-born Dennis, 
24, and wife Hannah, 23, and their nine-
month-old son John, born in Connecticut.  
Dennis, a day laborer, seems to have been the 
brother or the son of Patrick. 
In summary, living within this little bit of 
Ireland in rural western Connecticut in 1870 
were 18 Irish-born adults and 39 Irish-
American children. Most of the men were 
farmers, some of them not just farm hands, 
but landowners. 
What was then happening demographically 
in that region of Connecticut was summarized 
by the Congregational minister in Newtown, 
next door to Southbury. In answer to a 
statewide survey of Congregationalist clergy-
men regarding trends in Connecticut towns, 
the Newtown minister wrote: “There is no 
class of people in this community more indus-
trious than the Irish … It is a common remark 
that they stand ready to buy up all the land 
thrown into market in the town … As fast as 
our American families fall into decay and are 
obliged to sell their property, the Irish catch it 
up. They buy poor land and by hard work 
improve it; and they buy good land and keep 
it good.”  
Little wonder that the Irish farming enclave in 
Southbury came to be known as “Dublin Hill.” 
At some point, the road through this enclave was 
officially named Dublin Hill Road.  
Land donated for church 
In March of 1872, the district became even 
more Irish when Dennis Hunihan purchased a 
substantial tract of land on the east side of 
what is today Route 6 just north of the White 
Oak School. The school was built in 1843 and 
still stands today as an historic landmark. 
Hunihan purchased 22 acres just north of the 
school for $1,300, giving a promissory note to 
make annual payments. 
Hunihan was born in Ireland about 1842. In 
1870, age 27, he was a farm laborer, apparent-
ly single and boarding in the home of a well-
to-do Southbury farmer, Titus Pierce, who 
owned real estate valued at $8,000 and per-
sonal property valued at $9,000.  
Dennis was one of two Hunihans, probably 
brothers, living in Southbury at that time. The 
other, John Hunihan, was 36 in 1870. His 
occupation was “whiskey dealer.” He owned 
real estate worth $1,500 and personal property 
worth $500. He and his wife, Ellen had four 
children: John Jr., 7; Dennis, 5; Ellen, 3;  
Thomas, 10 months. In 1880, John and Ellen 
were living in nearby Newtown and he had 
given up the whiskey business and went to 
farming. 
By 1880, Dennis Hunihan was also married 
and he and his wife, Margaret, had three chil-
dren: Hannah, 8; Nellie, 5 and John, three 
months. When the mostly Irish Catholic com-
munity in Southbury organized Sacred Heart 
parish in the early 1880s, Dennis Hunihan 
donated a portion of the 22 acres he owned 
near Dublin Hill Road for the site of the 
church. The church was built in 1884 and the 
first Mass celebrated in it on Christmas that 
year.    
 Behind the church, some of the Hunihan 
land was set aside for the parish cemetery.  
The original Sacred Heart church was re-
placed by a new church in the South Britain 
section of Southbury in 1958. Sacred Heart 
cemetery remains in the one-time Irish Dublin 
Hill district.  The majority of gravestones are 
of the Irish families — Hunihan, Collins, 
 
Southbury’s original Sacred Heart Church, left, was built in 1884 on land donated by 
Irish immigrant Dennis Hunihan adjacent to the White Oak School, right. The first 
Mass was celebrated on Christmas Day that year. The property is on the east side of 
Route 6 several miles north of I-84 and about a mile south of Dublin Hill Road, so 
named because a number of Irish-born farmers and their families settled there in the 
1850s-1860s. Behind the church was Sacred Heart cemetery. When a new church was 
built in the South Britain section of Southbury in 1958, the old church was razed and 
the property continued to serve as a cemetery for Sacred Heart parish.      
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Reynolds, Grant, Doolan, Condon, Matthews, 
Malane, etc. who settled in that district. 
In addition to the Dublin Hill families,  
there were a number of other Irish immigrants 
in Southbury in 1870. As was the case in 1850 
and 1860, the unmarried Irish women were 
working as domestic servants: Ellen Martin, 
22, in the home of farmer W. Guthrie; Mary 
Brown, 25, in the home of farmer Burton 
Bradley; Ellen Cumming, home of  Henry 
Stiles; Ann Donnelly, home of farmer Rufus 
Stiles; Julia Lilas, home of farmer Bennett 
Stiles; Hannah McLaughlin, 22, home of John 
Isaac; Joann Mullane, 35, home of Albert 
Ambler, a carpenter; Ellen Norton, home of 
farm laborer J.J. Stoddard.   
Also in 1870, a Brennan and an O’Brien 
family lived next door to each other. Thomas 
Brennan was a 27-year-old, Irish-born farm 
laborer with property valued at $300. He and 
his wife Ann, 28, also an Irish native, had four 
Connecticut-born children: Ellen, 4; Thomas, 
2; Julia, 1; and Mary, one month old. Richard 
O’Brien, 30, was born in Ireland and was 
employed as a farm laborer. His wife Eliza-
beth, 26, was born in England. They had two 
children: Edward James, 3, born in England, 
and Elizabeth, one month, born in Connecti-
cut. Also living with them was Edward O’Bri-
en, 50, a joiner who was born in Ireland.    
Railroad construction in 1880 
In 1880, the Irish population of Southbury  
increased dramatically and suddenly. Natives 
of Ireland more than doubled from 72 in 1870 
to 183 in 1880.  It was the largest total in the 
town’s history before and after. What drove 
the unprecedented change was something that 
turns up repeatedly in Irish immigration pat-
terns: railroad construction.  
Railroad competition was fierce in that era. 
Rail magnates and companies continually 
searched for shorter and quicker routes be-
tween Boston and New York, and New Eng-
land and the West. Especially attractive was 
the possibility of building a line that would 
link New England with the Pennsylvania coal 
region and thus reduce the cost of shipping 
that essential commodity to New England.  
The most direct route appeared to be the  
line of the New York & New England Rail-
road, which already ran from Boston to Hart-
ford. In the late 1870s, pressure increased to 
have the New York and New England line 
extended westward from Hartford through 
Waterbury and Danbury to the Hudson River 
via Brewster and Fishkill, N.Y., so that it 
could connect with lines that originated in the 
Pennsylvania coal fields. 
In November 1879, a contract was given to 
the Smith and Ripley company for that con-
struction. By spring 1880, crews totaling 500 
laborers were busy in the Waterbury area. 
Ties and rails were laid in Southbury, fortu-
nately for historical purposes, at the very time 
the 1880 census was taken in early June.   
The census revealed that some of the South-
bury Irish farmers also had gone into the 
boardinghouse business. Irish-born Dennis 
Maloney and his wife Margaret, who in 1870 
lived close to the Irish farm families identified 
on the Beers map, had 17 boarders living with 
them, or at least living on their property in the 
summer of 1880. Most of the boarders were 
also Irish: John Ragan, Thomas Conners, 
Benj. Norman, Wm. Clemens, Mike Washing-
ton, Jas. Hagerty, Martin Powers, John Sulli-
van, John Fitzpatrick, Geo. Marras, James 
McGowan, John Marras, John Ryan, Andrew 
Nott, Geo. Murray, Frank Quick and Truman 
Booth.  Only Booth was listed as not being a 
native of Ireland.  
  Another Irish farmer, Patrick Brown, and 
his wife Mary, both 40, had 27 boarders in 
their home as well as their own six children 
ranging from 13 to one year old. The boarders 
included: Martin Kelly, Larrie Connolly, Mi-
chael McLauclin, Keerin Donigan, John Ri-
ley, Joseph Kinson, Charles Wibe, Michael 
Maloney, Thos. Doishery, John Kenney, Wil-
liam Ryan, Peter Ryan, Christopher Farrel, 
John McDonald, Michael McLean, John Mo-
ran, Martin Kenne, John Clark, Martin Loftus, 
Wm. Allen, Jas. Smith, Chas. Green, Barney 
Connoly, Jas. Francy, John Gleason, Daniel 
Shea and Patrick Gleason. Kinson was a na-
tive of England, Wibe was a Norwegian, and 
several of those with Irish names were born in 
New York. 
   Next door to Patrick Brown, Thomas Sul-
livan, a 26-year-old native of New York, his 
wife Margaret, 24, and their children, Esther, 
one, and Daniel, four months, kept another 
boardinghouse with 17, mostly Irish, laborers: 
Daniel and Robert Hazen, James Oharra, John 
Kelly, John Lynch, Daniel Kelly, James Bon-
er, William Powers, Dennis Lynch, John 
Ryan, Lewis Fox, Jas. Duffey, Jas. Nolan, 
William McCune, Peter McGuire, Jas. Riley 
and Thomas McCort. Boner was born in Can-
ada, Dennis Lynch in Wales, and the last five 
were of Irish descent but born in Connecticut. 
Irish native John Mulholland, 40, was listed 
in 1880 as a railroad contactor. His wife, 
Catherine, 31, and their children Mary, 6; 
John, 4; Joseph, 2, were all natives of New 
York, as was sister-in-law Mary Mullin who 
lived with them. Next door to them, Frank 
Clark, 32, an Irishman, kept still another 
boardinghouse with 30 tenants, every one of 
them Irish natives: Daniel Cranin, Eugene 
Callahan, John Wing, James Kennedy, John 
Kelly, John Hawley, Constantine Harrigan, 
Thomas Newell, George McCaul, John Mon-
roe, Peter Kane, Thomas Fay, Michael Sulli-
van, Daniel Tierruy, Daniel Reiley, Hugh 
Bracken, John Brady, Wm. Hitchcock, Patrick 
Pepecard, Edward Lacey, Thomas Kelley, 
George Dunn, George Howard, Thomas Bran-
nan, John McGrath, James Butler, Thomas 
Runkle, Thomas Roach, Thomas Conway and 
Michael Durgan.  
At that point in making his rounds, the cen-
sus taker, apparently worn out by listing so 
many details about so many boardinghouse 
residents, wrote in the column designated for 
marital status: “The boardinghouse keeper 
said it would be impossible to ascertain 
whether these were married.” 
Connecticut natives Monroe, 48, and Anna 
Post, 38, had nine boarders living with them. 
One was Mary Lillis, 19, a domestic servant 
born in Connecticut of Irish parents. The other 
eight were identified as “RR laborers.” They 
were Michael Ryan, Peter Finnigan, James 
Quiller, Daniel Maher and Peter Donovan, all 
born in Ireland; Thomas Ryan, born in Canada 
of Irish parents; Gerard Forbes, born in Scot-
land; and Augustainus Jacobson, born in Swe-
den. 
By 1880, long lists of Irish immigrants 
working in railroad construction or in large 
factories were common on census returns 
whether in large cities or small towns. What is 
different and interesting about the 1880 re-
turns for Southbury is the presence of similar-
ly long lists of immigrant workers of other 
European origins. 
Southbury enumerator Charles Warner re-
ported an increase of 400 people between 
1870 and 1880. “The increase,” he told a re-
porter, “is due in part to the number of men 
who are at work on the New York and New 
England railroad, there being in this squad 
150 Italians and 50 Swedes.”  
The returns bear out Warner’s comments. 
More than two pages of the town’s 1880 cen-
sus returns were completely filled with the 
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names of Italian laborers. On one of the pages, 
the census taker wrote: “Bachelors hotel – 
these men all work at grading Rail Road.” 
All told, there were also more than 100 Irish 
railroad workers. Why did Warner not also 
single them out by nationality? Perhaps be-
cause a large number of Irish men and women 
had been living in Southbury for the past 30 
years and the presence of  Irish people was no 
longer considered new and different enough to 
mention.  
The strong arms and backs of these hun-
dreds of immigrants of all nationalities pushed 
the railroad west rapidly that summer. The 
line entered Southbury from Oxford to the 
northeast, crossed Eight-Mile Brook and con-
tinued about seven miles southeast where it 
crossed the Housatonic River into Fairfield 
County and on to the west.  
In addition to the laying of track, contracts 
were let for building depots along the way, 
one in Southbury and a small one in the South 
Britain section of town.  
By July 1881, the Hartford Courant could 
report: “Next Monday the New England and 
New York will have in running order for pas-
sengers and freight on the 190 miles of contin-
uous track stretching from Boston to Brewster 
in New York. Thirty-seven miles more, now 
well advanced and to be finished this fall, will 
put the company's trains to the banks of the 
Hudson at Fishkill Landing, whence by large 
boats to Newburgh, on the west bank, there 
will be connection with the great Erie 
(railroad) system. The old dream of a through 
line to the West is nearing reality.” 
After the railroad construction surge of the 
1880s, the Irish-born population of Southbury 
declined to 44 in 1900 and 27 in 1910. The 
decrease was a result of the decline in Irish 
immigration to the United States and of the 
general trend in America of people leaving 
rural areas to settle in cities.  
Still, there remained a fairly large popula-
tion of Irish farmers in Southbury as late as 
1930. The numbers on the census that year 
included: 
James Cassidy, a 66-year-old farmer whose 
household contained two generations of farm-
ers. James was born in Ireland as was his wife, 
Mary. Their Connecticut-born son Henry, 37 
was working the family farm. His own family 
included wife Catharine, a native of New 
 
 
 
 
The graves of many of the Irish farming 
families that settled in Southbury in the 
1850s-1860s  are in Sacred Heart Ceme-
tery on Route 6 just north of the village. 
The cemetery is small, but proportionately 
as filled with headstones bearing Irish 
names as any of the more well known 
Catholic cemeteries in cities like Water-
bury, Bridgeport, Hartford and New Ha-
ven. At left is the headstone of Stephen 
Collins and his wife Bridget, who pur-
chased a farm in Southbury in 1859. Be-
low is a stone of the Huniham family. 
Dennis Hunihan purchased more than 30 
acres of farmland in 1872 and in 1884 
donated the land for the original Sacred 
Heart Church which was located on the 
same property as this cemetery. 
(Please turn to page 8) 
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York, and their children, Charles, Vincent 
and Gertrude, all born in Connecticut.  
Daniel Laughlin, 66, was another Irish-born  
farmer, his wife Elizabeth, 66, also a native of 
Ireland, and their son, William, 46, continu-
ing the farming tradition.  
Sixty-eight year old James Hennessee was  
an Irish-born farmer. Living with him were   
his Connecticut-born son, 27; daughter-in-law 
Kathleen, also of Irish descent, and grandsons 
Harold Jr., 8, Thomas, 4 and George, 2.  
Edward Malone, 60, was continuing the 
family farming tradition. He and his two sis-
ters, Mary, 55, and Catherine, 56, were all 
born in Connecticut of Irish parents. 
William Malane, 63, was a Connecticut-
born farmer of Irish descent. Living with him 
were his wife Harriett, 60 and son James, 27,  
a factory worker.  
Farming remained an important part of 
Southbury life, but the long-term trend for 
Irish and other groups favored the growth of 
factory, office and commercial work. In 1910, 
Martin Crean was a barber in Southbury. In 
the 1930s and 1940s, Evangeline Cassidy was 
a schoolteacher. Larry Condon ran a meat 
market on Route 172 in South Britain. Just 
down the street, Henry McCarthy ran a gro-
cery store.  
McCarthy was involved in the most bizarre 
event in Southbury history. In 1937, the Ger-
man Bund, an organization with links  to   
Nazi Germany, purchased a tract in South-
bury with the intent of opening a militaristic 
youth camp. Bund officials stopped at 
McCarthy’s grocery to arrange for purchases 
of food for the camp. McCarthy was suspi-
cious and notified First Selectman J. Edward 
Coer. Townspeople rose up in protest and 
adopted zoning regulations forbidding any 
military training or marching unless U.S. or 
Connecticut sponsored in town. McCarthy 
was appointed to the five-member zoning 
board that enforced the regulations and forced 
the Bund to give up its plans. 
Sources: Interview with Betsy Cullen of South-
bury Historical Society. U.S. census returns of 
Southbury, 1840-1940. Joyce Hornbecker, South-
bury Tid-Bits of History. Virginia Palmer Skok, 
Images of America, Southbury, 2001, and Images 
of America, Southbury Revisited, 2005. Southbury 
Town Clerk’s office, land records, Vol. 15, pp 246, 
247, 320, 343, 344, 404; Vol. 16, 249; Vol. 17, 271, 
272, Vol. 19, 233. William Byrne, History of the 
Catholic Church in the New England States, Vol 2., 
pp 310-311, Hartford Courant, July 7, Oct. 7, 
1880, May 9, July 23, 1881, Dec. 15, 1937; Sept. 7, 
1938; New Haven Register, Dec. 4, 1879; April 2, 
1881; Dec. 9, 1937. New York Times, Dec. 14, 
1937. Photographs of Sacred Heart Church and 
White Oak School, and of a portion of the 1868 
Beers Atlas map of Southbury, courtesy of South-
bury Historical Society.   
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